BATTLE

By the time of the Dissolution of the Monasteries, Battle
Abbey seems to have declined both in prosperity and in moral
repute. The King's visitor gives a gloomy report of the place
adding,i the black sort of devilish monks, I am sorry to say, arc
past amendment/ Without accepting such a prejudiced view
of the Abbey there is little doubt that its great clays were over.
When Sir John Gage reported on its contents to Thomas
Cromwell he said, * So beggary a house I never see, nor so
filthy stuff. I will not 2<xs. for all the hangings in this house, as
the bearer can tell you. The revestry is the worst; and the
poorest that is * . , . The stuff us like the persons/ The Abbey
was given to Sir Anthony Browne (whose son built Cowdray)
on whom the curse that his line should perish by lire and water
was pronounced by one of the evicted monks. But in spite of
the Abbey's dole of bread and herrings and silver * at divers
times of the year ' its dissolution does not seem to have been
mourned by the village.